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HE whole of the Short-hand Syſtem, now of- 
fered to the public, is compriſed in the two an- 
nexed plates, which contain every thing that needs be 
earned in order to reduce it to practice, and even 
more than is neceſſary for any man, except him who 
ntends to take down entire ſpeeches, as they are pro- 
nounced in public. But before we proceed to an ex- 
lanation of the plates, it may not be amiſs to ſuggeſt 
a few hints to ſuch of the readers of this book, as are 
not yet qualified to judge, whether this ſyſtem be bet-- 
er, or worſe, than the generality of other ſyſtems hi- 
nerto publiſhed. | 

It is an idea, commonly entertained by perſons who 
are unacquainted vweith the nature of ſhort-hand, that 
here is, or ought to be, a diſtinct character to expreſs 
very individual word, and particular characters, to 
xxpreſs whale ſentences; and the more any ſyſtem a- 
bounds with theſe appropriate characters, the more per- 
ſect they conceive it to be. But experience has prov- 
ed directly the reverſe : and, fetting experience out of 
the queſtion, a moment's reflexion mult convince apy _ 
hinking man, of the utter impracticability of inventing. 
lifferent characters to expreſs one tenth part of the 
ords in our language, without rendering them 
ſo complicated, as to be wholly undecipherable. 
Ihe Chineſe indeed have attempted, and they have un- 
appily ſucceeded in the attempt, to expreſs every word 
n their language by a different character. But the con- 
equence is, that the Chineſe, with all their boaſted 
acuteneſs and penetration, can hardly, during the ccur ſe 
f the longeſt life, learn to decipher one half of the 
haracters invented by the prepoſterous ingenuity of 
heir wriiers ; and the moſt learned man of their na- 
ion muſt, in the courſe of his reading, every day, meet 
nth words, which he can geither underſtand, nor even 
ead or ſpell : whereas, with us, the very children are, 


E 
In a few days, taught to name and recogniſe al/ the 
characters uſed in our language, which, being few in_ 
number, are cally remembered, and ſoon enable them 
to read every word, however difficult or new to them, 
and to expreſs in writing, every ſound, or combination 
of ſounds, of which the language is ſuſceptible. 

The ſame difference, that exiſts between our ſunple 
alphabet and the complex characters of the Chinele, 
will be found to exiſt, in ſome degree, tetween the 
preſent Short-hand Syſtem, and any other ſyſtem that 
is crowded with a varicty of arbitrary marks, for par- 
ticular words and phraſes, Each of theſe marks mutt 
be ſeparately ſtudied, committed to memory, and care» 
fully retained ; and after all this, the character, acquir- 
ed with fo much trouble, ſerves only to expreſs one ſo- 
lirary word or phraſe ; and being wholly uſeleſs for 
every other purpoſe under heaven, obliges us to do 
at laſt what we ought to have done at firſt, viz, to have 
recourſe to a ſmall number of characters, ſimple in 
themſelves, but combinable at pleaſure, ſo as to expreſs 
with eafe every word that occurs. This is the mode 
here propoſed ; and how far the end is anſwered, re- 
mains to be examined, EI 
That the characters are few, ls viſible at firſt ſight, 
the whole number being no more than erg/ teen. Their 
extreme ſimplicity is equally viſible, as they are, for the 
molt part, ftogle ſtrokes of the pen, and ſuch as ore 
formed with the greateſt eaſe, But as the characters 
of almoſt every Short-hand Syſtem may be thonghe ve- 
ry ſimple, when compared with the letters of the or- 
dinary alphabet, the reader will do well to obſerve, 
that, among the characters here preſented to him, there 
is not one that forins an angle, not one that requires 
zwo diſtinct ſtrokes to form it,“ not one that requires 


* — — 
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* On the contrary, a bare inſpection of the table of combinations 
will ſhew him, that, in many iuſtances, a ſingle ſtroke forms two of 
the characters: and when he proceeds to write, he will frequently 
find that three or four of them may be cl-arly and diſtinctly expreſ- 
ſed by a ſingle daſh of the pen, 


„ 
any particular attention or effort, to diſtinguiſh it from 
another, by any of thoſe little hooks or loops in the 


head or tail, which are uſed in many other ſyſtems, and 


are both tedious and difficult in the writing, and ever 
productive of miſtakes in the reading. There is here 
no one character, that can be miſtaken for two; no 
two, that can be miltaken for one; no one that can be 


miſtaken for another: and this is more than can be 


ſaid of any other ſyſtem, that I ever yet have ſeen. 
In almoſt every one, that has come within my know- 
ledge, there may be found one or more characters con- 
ſiſting of two right lines, joined either in a right or an 
acute angle; whilſt each of thoſe lines is alfo ſingly 
uted to expreſs ſome other character; ſo that, in read- 
ing, it is impoſſible to tell, otherwiſe than by gueſs, 
whether ſuch a junction of two right lines exprefles one 
particular letter, or two other letters. No ſuch diffi- 
culty occurs here, the cauſe being entirely removed by 
the total excluſion of all ſuch compound characters; 
in conſequence of which, the Stenograpli is moreover 
enabled to write much more expeditiouſly; as it muſt 
be plain to the meaneſt underſtanding, that a ſingle 
ſtroke of the pen is ſooner made, than two or three 
ſtrokes. | | 

Excluſive of the general ſimplicity of the characters 
here propoſed, and the little danger there is of miſtak- 
ing them, the reader will no doubt particularly obſerve, 
that two of the number (the S and the D) which moſt 
frequently recur in the terminations of nouns and' 
verbs*, are ſuch ſtrokes, as almoſt every man, who. 
uſes his pen, imperceptibly forms at the end of his 
words in ordinary writing, without any effort or Joſs 
of time: and on inſpecting the table of combinations, 
It will appear, that each of theſe two characters may, 
in leſs (if leſs be poſſible) than a ſingle ſecond of time, 


be ſubjoined to every ove of the other characters, that 


moſt frequently precede it. 


te. 
— —_—_ 


Books, kiters, houſes, &c. lovcD, hateD, liveD, die D, &c, &. 
A 2 


| E 6 T* 
But to proceed to the plates ;— 
FLATE-7 


Of the FoRMATION of the CHARACTERS, 
(being all expreſſed in the engraving, as they are uſu- 
ally written) little needs be ſaid, except that the 
F is begun on the left hand, the heavy ſtroke 
drawn round to the right, and the hair ſtroke turned 
up under it, — forming ſuch a loop, as is frequently 
made, in ordinary writing, at the left-hand extremity 
of the head of a capital F or T. 5 | 
Y is begun on the right-hand, the heavy ſtroke 
drawn down to the left, and the hair ſtroke turned up 
under it, — forming ſuch a loop, as is made in the head 
of a capital C or E. ; 

J isa heavy ſtroke drawn downwards. 

R is a hair ſtroke running up. 18 

And though it may appear at firſt fight, that theſe 
letters are liable to be miſtaken for each other, the 
reader will perceive on inſpecting the table of combi- 
nations, that this is hardly poſſible.“ 

X, which does not make its appearance among the 
characters of the alphabet, is expreſſed by a ſtrait line, 
in any direction that is moſt convenient to the writer, 
with the following letter branched off from its mid- 
dle, or the preceding letter terminating on its mid- 
dle, as may be ſeen in the table of combinations. 


Si NIFICATION of the CHARACTERS, — 
Each of the characters may be ſingly uſed for the 
ſeveral words anexed to it in the plate; and ſome of 
them may be made toexprels many other words; for 
inſtance, 2 | 


"4 — _ * > * 4 FA — 


See, for inſtance, how NR, and NT are joined, The former of 
theſe combinations is an obtuſe angle, with the horizontal line below; 
the latter an acute one, with the horizontal line above; ſo that, in 
fact, if any man ⁊viſbed to make a miſtake in this particular, he could 
hardly find a decent apology for ſo doing.—The fame may be ſaid of 
the F and the Y, which are joined, on contrary ſides, to the ante- 
cedent or ſubſequent chara cer. : 


5 
D may be very ſafely uſed for would and ſold ; 
G, for gentleman ; | | | 
K, Congreſs, Committee, Conſtitution ; 

L, it; | 

M, member, motion ; 

N, not ; 

V, vote ;—&c. 

In the ſame manner, every perſon, who practiſes 
this ſyſtem, will, no doubt, uſe ſingle letters for many 
other words which frequently recur, and are not liable 
to be miſtaken, as the context will always help to ex- 
plain them. And it is worthy of obſervation, that, 
few and tritling as the words may appear, which are 
expreſſed in the plate by ſingle characters, they never- 
theleſs conſtitute a very conliderable proportion of all 
that can be faid or written upon any ſubject; inſo- 
mach that if the reader will but take the trouble of ex- 
amining a few pages of any book in the Engliſh lan- 
guage, and counting how often the words © Be, by, but, 
in, on, of, it, to, and,“ &c. occur, he will be convinced, 
that the ſaving of time and labor, produced by thele 
few abbreviations, is ſo conſiderable, that any man, who 
las much to write, would find it well worth his while 
to learn the ſtenographic characters, though he ſhould 
never uſe them for any other words but theſe. 

AND is expreſſed by N, drawn above the line of 

writing, but not over any other character. 

THAT is expreſled by a T of double the uſual length, 
which is alſo uſed for TH, except where a vowel comes 
between, or in ſome particular words, ſuch as oarh, 
where it is better to write the T and the H, as com- 
bined in the table. | | 

The TABLE of COMBINATIONS 

points out at one view the moſt expeditious © mode 

of joining the characters in writing ;?? and thus entirely 
ſupercedes, on my part, the neceſſity of printing, and, 
on the part of the learner, ſaves the expenſe of pur- 
chaſing and the labor of ſtudying, whole pages of ex- 
amples, which, after all, would not anſwer ſo good a 


| LC: 6-3 
purpoſe, as this ſynopſis, that contains every poſſible 
combination of the eighteen characters.“ Were this 
even not the caſe, there is one material objection to 
printed ſamples of Short-hand :—if all the words are 
expreſſed at full length, it is ſetting the learner an ex- 
ample, which he is not to imitate : and if, on the other 
hand, he finds the words abbreviated beyond the ordi- 
nary rules (and as he himfelf would, after a little prac- 
tice, abbreviate them of his own accord) he is at a loſs 
to account for what appears to him ſo arbitrary and ir- 
regular; and conceiving the ſtenographic art io be much 
more difficult than it is in reality, he is probably diſ- 
heartened and diſguſted, and thus prevented from mak- 
ing a valuable acquiſition, which might otherwiſe be 
eftected in a few days. 8 

Jo find, by the table, how any two of the charac- 
ters are to be joined, as, for inſtance, PT, look for P, 
in the line of Roman characters, on the left of the ta. 
ble - thence proceed, in a {trait line, to the right, acroſs 
the table, till you come to the ſquare that is under J 
in the line of Roman characters above: there you find 
the P and T joined in ſuch manner, as is moſt condu- 
cive to expedition and perſpicuity. And in order that 
the reader may at once be convinced of the great uti- 
lity of this table, let him only, without inſpecting it, 
write in ſhort-hand characters the word behave, viz. 
BAV; in doing which, he will form an angle at the 
junction of the H to the B, and another at the junction 
of the V to the H; whereas, if he afterwards writes 
the ſame word according to the table, there will be no 
angle at all, the B and the V being ſloped a little from 
their perpendicular poſition, to meet the H ; by which 
trifling alteration, a conſiderable ſaving is made, of 
time and labor. | | 
Almoſt every line of the table affords ſimilar advan- 
tages, in point of eaſe and-expedition in writing; and 
this, without the ſmalleſt danger of miſtakihg the cha- 
racters, in whatever polition they are placed. 


yo 


Five excepted, of which hereafter, 


CW 1 5 

The wuble letters, BB, DD, &c. are expreſſed by ſin- 
ple characters, of double the uſual ſie, or as much 
larger, as the writer thinks proper to make them. 

All the combinations of the & are not given in the 
table, which contains even more of them, than 1 would 
recommend to any man to ule: for it will, in many in- 
ſtances, be found more convenient to write KS, twocha- 
racers, which are eaſily formed together by a ſingle 
ſtroke of the pen. | | 

The five combinations, © RBL,“ &c. at the bot- 
tom of the plate, on the left hand, are given, to ſhew: 
how angles may be avoided in thoſe particular caſes, 


only by a triſling variation in the form of the B, P, and 


V, which are widened a little, to make them more con- 
veniently coincide with the direction of the ſubſequent 


character, 
ABBREVIATIONS, 
At the Beginning of a Word, 

D, placed above, and ſeparate from the remaining 
eharaQers, expreſſes i-, or Des—, as in the an- 
nexed example, D/.“ | 

The other characters are uſed in the ſame manner, 
to expreſs the ſyllables annexcd to them in the plate; 
and the writer will, in the courſe of his practice, na- 
turally uſe them for other ſyllables alſo, which I have 
omitted, as K, for c or cor; P, for pur— 
7˙ , GC, &c. | . 

At the End, 


The characters, exprelling tyllables by abbreviation, 
are allo to be placed above, and diltin& from the other 
characters of the word, — except the long N, expre ſſ. 
ing tian, —ation, —iti;n, &c. which is always join. 
ed to the preceding character, in its narural polition. 

Beſides the advantage relulting from theſe abbre via— 
tions, in pdiat of expedition, they are allo further ule. 
ful in preventing miltakes. 1 hus, the word © prompt”? 


being expreſſed by the letters PRM all joined toge- 


„„ 
ther, cannot be miſtaken for“ promote, which is ex- 
preſſed by a a ſeparate P above, and MT under it. 
The ſame is obſervable in hundreds of other words, 
which it is needleſs here to particularize. 


Uſe of the DoT. 


A dot, placed above the line of writing, expreſſes 
& The,”” or They on a level with the line, it ſig- 
nifies “ AJ, n or J,“ as in the examples given 
iu the firſt plate. 5 

Another uſe of the dot is, to diſtinguiſh words, that 
are otherwiſe expreſſed by the fame characters, — the 
word, that occurs more frequently, being expreſſed 
by the characters alone; and the dot being reſerved 
for the word that is leſs uſed. In theſe caſes, the 
dot may be placed in any politioa that is moſt conveni- 
ent; its bare appearance being ſufficient to ſhew, that 
the word is not the ſame that is uſually expreſſed by 
the characters, to which it is aunexed. 

At the end of the ſecond plate, the reader will find 
a few examples of words thus diſcriminated by the ad- 
dition of a dot. But 1 would recommend to the 
learner, to be as ſparing as pollible, in the application 
of his dots: for if he accuſtoms himſelf much to the 
uſe of them, they will, in his ſubſequent practice, prove 
more troubleſome, than he is perhaps at firſt 
aware of. Small and ſimple as they appear, it is wor- 
thy of obſervation, that the time loſt in lifting the 
pen, and ſetting it down again to male one of them, 
would be more than ſufſicieut to form a large charac- 
ter, in immediate contact with the end of the preced- 
ing one, To prove this, let him only write a line of 
ordinary Ps, all joined to each other, w.thout lifting 
his pen: let him afterwards write a line of 7's, ſtop- 
Ing to place a dot over each; and he will find, upon 
trial, that the latter line, though it contains a much 
{maller quautity of writing, than the other, requires 
conſiderably more time in the execution. 


E 

: Mop of WRITING. 

The reader will, by this time, have perceived, that 
the characters are not to be written ſeparate from each 
other ; but, that all the letters, uſed for any one word, 


are to be formed in a continued ſtroke, without —_— 


the pen,—except in the caſes of abbreviation, pointe 
out in the ſecond plate. 


Further he will obſerve, that he is to ſpell as he 


pronounces, without any regard to the ordinary rules 
of orthography. Thus, the hard C, in Can, care, 
camp, &c. is expreſſed by K; the ſoft C, in, Face, 
grace, race, &c. by S. Double letters are never to 
be expreſſed, except where a vowel comes between 
them, and they have two diſtinct ſounds: thus, in 
writing ammunition, we expreſs but one M; in me- 
mory, we write an M of double ſize, expreſſive of two. 

It is hardly neceſſary to inform any perſon, who has 
had ever ſo little practice in ordinary writing, that he 
ought to make his ſhort-hand characters as ſmall as 
conveniently may be; ſince he cannot but know, that 


ſmall writing creates leſs motion and fatigue to the 


hand, leſs frequent occaſion to take ink, change pens, 
turn leaves, &c. And it is no ſmall advantage to the 
learner of this ſyſtem, that, inſtead of ſtraggling zig- 
zag lines at a conſiderable diſtance apart, (as they mult 
neceſſarily be in the practice of many other ſyſtems,) 
he may, after a little practice, run his lines perfectly 
horizontal, and range them as cloſe to each other as 
he pleaſes, For my own part, I find, on examining 
my ſhort- hand notes of the Debates of laſt ſeſſion of 
Congreſs, that my writing, in general, averages five 
lnes to every inch of paper : and, if I had not ceaſed 
to practiſe the art, and been totally unconnected with 
the proceedings of Congreſs duriog the preſent ſeſſion, 
I ſuppoſe, that, by this time, I might, as Mr. Lloyd 
does, write much cloſer. 
„ VoWELS. r 
Some ſuperficial obſervers will probably condemn 
this ſyſtem at firſt fight, becauſe it has no characters 
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for A, E, nd O.* However, if ſuch perſons have 


any friend or acquaintance, who undeſtands the nature 
of Short-hand, he can eaſily inform them that this 


want of ds is no diſadvantage and that even if 


there were particular marks to expreſs them all, the 
writer would, ninety-nine times in a hundred, be oblig- 
ed to ornit them, in following a public ſpeaker, how- 
ever {low and deliberate his utterance. 
But in order that thoſe who are prepoſſeſſed in favor 
of vowels, may, without any arguments from me or 
from others, be able to convince themſelves of the ab- 


ſolute inutility of particular characters to expreſs them, 


] ſhall only recommend, that they will, during one 
week, accuitom themſelves to write in the ordinary cha- 
racters of the Engliſh alphabet, omitting the vogels 
altogether, but here and there eccaſicnally adding a 
dot, for any one of them, without diſtinction, on which 
there happens to be a particular emphaſis. After one 
week's practice of this kind, they will, I think, rea- 
dily agree with me, that the vowels may be diſpenſed 
with; and that the inventors of this Syltem+ have 
ſhewn very great judgment in applying all the ſimple 
characters to the conſonants, which conſtitute the 
rand outlines of almoſt every word, and may be con- 
ered as the bones and the muſcles in the body of a 
language, —and leaving the vowels to be ſupplied by 
the reader, as is the caſe in the Hebrew, when print- 
ed in its original form, without any of thoſe dots and 


points, which were invented to ſupply the place of 


vowels, when the langnage was beginning to go into 
diſuſe. And if, previous to the introduction of thoſe 
ſubſidiary dots, the ancient Jews (who, by the way, 
were not very famous for acutenets of apprehenſion) 
could, without the aſliſtance of N read the Write 


— — 


* As for the 7, its nes may de very well ſupplicd by the Y; W 
may alſo ſupply the place of U, whenever it is abſolute ly neceſſary to 
expreſs either of thoſe vowels, which i is very ſeldom. 

+ The Englith Jeſuits of Saint-Omer, if I rightly recropece the in- 
formation given me by Mr, Lloyd. 
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ings of men who had lived hundreds of years before 
them, it is ſurely no very extravagant compliment to 
the preſent enlightened age, to ſuppoſe that a man of 
any tolerable education and underſtanding ſhall be able 
to ſvpply the deficient vowels in his own writing, and 


to read, in the evening, a ſpeech, that he has himſelf 


committed to paper in the morning,—eſpecially as 
we have a conſiderable advantage over the Jews, from 
the very nature of our language, which abounds, much 


more than the Hebrew, in long polyſyllabic words, 
that are leſs liable to be miſtaken, when ſtripped of their.. 


vowels, than ſhort words of one or two ſyllables. . 
= ARBITRARY ARBREVIATIONS. 


Beſides the abbreviations pointed out in the plate, 


many others will, in the courſe of his practice, natural- 
ly occur to the Short-hand writer, which it would be 
endleſs here to .enumerate ; and of which the enume- 
ration (if it were poſſible) would anſwer little purpoſe, 
as every practitioner. will find it much eaſier to form 
his own. particular abbreviations, than to adopt thoſe 
of another. I will therefore ſimply obſerve, that, in 
many caſes, particularly in long words, one, two, or 
three ſyllables may be wholly omitted, without danger 
of miſtake. Thus, we may ſafely write impas, for im- 
poſſible ; imprac, for impracticable; merch, for merchant ; 
acknowl, for acknowledge ; eſtab, for eſtabliſh, &c. &c. 
Again, the abbreviations, ſet down in the plate, af- 
ford an opportunity for further abbreviation ; as, 


Cincon } - under 

j V 7 inconvenieni by ; 4 underſtand ;— 
under? | me 

| 0 $ underſtoad; | de 

ality © 


words which every writer will gradually learn to ab- 
breviate, as occaſion may require :—lI ſay gradually; 


— — 


* This word however is written at full length in the plate, to avoid . 


embarraſſing the learner, 
B 


nt? 
government 


= $ . conſtitutionality ;,—. [E2nd a thouſand other 
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for I do not expect that the learner will, all at once, 


arbitrarily omit three or four letters of a word ; but 
will firſt drop one, then another, and, after a while, 


another, till, in a ſhort time, he will be able to expreſs 


words of five or {tx ſyllables by one or two ſimple 
ſtrokes of the pen, not perhaps amounting to as much 
writing, as is contained in an ordinary à or b—and will 
find no more difficulty in reading them when thus writ- 
ten, than if they were expreſſed at full length. But in 


this, as in every other art, the man of ſuperior genius 


and abilities will, nodoubt, be moſt ſucceſsful; and may 
(kike the accurate Mr. Robertſon, who has ſo faith- 
fully publiſhed the Debates of the Virginia Conven- 
tion) be able to take down every word, as it is utter- 
ed; whilſt others, of inferior abilities, muſt be content 
with the ſubſtance of a ſpeech, without confining them. 


ſelves to the exact words of the orator. 


But, in order to arrive at as high a degree of emi- 


nence in this uſeful art, as his education and abilities 


may entitle him to aſpire to,—the learner before he 
adopt any other abbreviations than thoſe genera] ones 
= in the plate, —nay, before he attempt to practiſe 
e ſyſtem beyond what is barely neceſſary to make him 
maſter of the characters, and expert in combining them, 
—will do well to conſider, in what particular depart- 
ment he will moſt probably have occaſion to diſplay his 
ſtenographic ſkill—whether at the bar, in legiſlative 
aſſemblies, in taking down ſerinons, medical lectures, or 
whatever elſe his object may be. This point being de- 
termined, let him, for ſome time, wholly confine his 
private practice to that particular line, in order that he 
may calculate his abbreviations chiefly for ſuch words 
as will moſt frequently occur, when he comes to prac- 
tiſe in public, leaving other words to take the chance 
of the moment, and be written more at length, when- 
ever they do happen to be introduced. Thus, the 
Stenograph\ Who intends to take down the Debates of 
Congreſs, needs not, in planning his abbreviations, ever 


think of Heaven, Hell, God, Devil, Salvation, Damna- 
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tion, &c. theſe not being ſubjects of legiſlative conſi. 
deration; while, on the other hand, the writer, who 
means to take down ſermons, has no occaſion to be- 
ſtow a ſingle thought upon Bills, Motions, References, 
Reports, Taxes, &c. which are totally unconnected. with 
religion and ſpiritual concerns. The ſame obſerva. 
tion will apply to the proceedings at the bar, medical 

and law lectures, &c.—and if the learnerat firſt con- 
fines his attention to the ſubjects uſually handled in that 
department in which he is moſt likely to act, he may 
then be ſure of excelling in the art: whereas, 
if he ranges through an indiſcriminate variety of mif. 
cellaneous ſubjects, he will, in all probability, either 
ſorm no abbreviations at all, in addition to the general 
ones he is here furniſhed with, or will miſpend his time 
in abbreviating many words that will ſeldom or never 
occur in the courſe of his ſubſequent practice, while he 
neglects others, that he will have frequent occaſion to 
uſe. | 

Before I take leave of my reader, I muſt requeſt his 
attention to what follows: | 

Some people imagine, —and, as I underſtand, one or two 
ave aſſerted, that I publiſh this Syſtem of Short-hand, 


without leave obtained from Mr. Lhyd. I think it there. 


yore neceſſary to inform the public, that, in the fall of the 
year ninety-one, previous to his departure for England, Mr. 
Lhyd gave me (in preſence of Mr. Edmund Mullery, and 
Mr. Thomas Ballantine, of this city) full and ample per- 
miſſion to teach it, publiſh it, do what I pleaſed with it. 
Were this not the caſe, I ſhould hardly venture on the pub- 
lication ; ſince Mr. Lloyd. has probably yet in his poſſe ſfi. 
on, an obligation under my hand and ſeal, bearing date, 
December 25, 1790, and binding me, under- a penalty of 
« FIVE HUNDRED POUNDS,” not to diſcloſe 
the ſyſtem, © or any part thereof,” without his 1.6. 


Philadelphia, January 15, 1793. 
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OT S CRI T. 


HE utility of Short-hand is ſo obvious, —and the 
foregoing Syſtem is ſo extremely ſimple, — as to 
inſpire the Editor with a hope, that every Writing- 
Maſter, into whoſe hands theſe pages may fall,—every 
one, at leaſt, who has any regard for the intereſt of 
his pupils, — will inſtru them in the formation of. the 
characters, and the uſe of the ordinary abbre- 
viation ;—a taſk, that may be performed with 
as much eaſe, as children are taught, in the 
courſe of their writing, to ſhape the arithmetical fi- 
ures, which (when compared with the letters of the 
alphabet) may very fairly be conſidered as Short-hand 
Characters, and much more difficult ones, too, than any 
in this Syſtem. A very moderate degree of attention, 
on the part of the Teachers, would, in a little time, fo 
extenſively diſſeminate the knowledge of Short-hand, 
that every man, capable of handling a pen, would be 
able to take down the ſubſtance of a ſpeech, while he ſits 
in the gallery, and to inform his family and neighbors, 
upon what principle Mr. A, B, or C, voted for ſuch and 
ſuch a meaſure; and upon what ground it was oppoſed 
by Meftrs. D, E, and F. Hence would, no doubt, 
reſult reſpe& and. obedience to the Laws of the Union, 
and grateful veneration for thoſe who frame them; 
ſince their condu and their motives, in order to com- 
mand the general approbation of their fellow. citizens, 


need but to be publicly known. 
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